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USCS Faculty Members Co-Author Book 

And Include Art Of Susanna Tschurtz

Spartanburg, S.C. – Dr. Brigitte Neary, associate professor of sociology at USCS, and Holle Schneider-Ricks, librarian at USCS, have co-authored a book that is a collection of personal narratives of German women from Eastern Europe who were displaced from their homeland between 1944 and 1950 because of World War II. To write Voices of Loss and Courage: German Women Recount Their Expulsion from East Central Europe, 1944-1950, the authors traveled separately to Germany in 1998 to meet with the women where they taped their stories as they recollected their forced leaving home over 50 years ago. 


Both of Neary’s parents were among the estimated 15 million Germans who were either expelled from their homeland or fled the Russian front and an estimated 2 to 4 million people died.

“I grew up with the consequences of the displacement, initially experiencing absolute deprivation,” said Neary. “The shadow of the tremendous loss to my parents lingered on and was like a concrete presence in our lives.”

Neary met Schneider-Ricks at USCS and mentioned to her that she was thinking of undertaking the project and learned that Schneider-Ricks was interested in also pursuing the project. 

“Expelled with my parents in 1946, my childhood and youth were marked by the stigma of "refugee" which made me feel different and somehow less than whole,” said Schneider-Ricks. “Working on this book, and listening to these women's narratives, provided closure for me and acceptance of who I am.”
The pair made a great team, combining Schneider-Ricks’ technical expertise and Neary’s extensive academic training. In an effort to fund the project, they applied for and received a competitive grant from USCC, additional money from the Office of International Studies at USCS and Teaching Excellence funds.

-more-
In the process of searching for a publisher, they became aware of the artist, Susanna Tschurtz, who exhibits her work, “The Continuous War,” at USCS from October 3 – November 1. Tschurtz was six years old and an ethnic German when her family fled from Romania more than 50 years ago. Before settling in the United States and becoming a citizen, she spent eight years in refugee camps. She tells her story through her art and graciously allowed some of her work to be included in the book written by Neary and Schneider-Ricks.
For more information, contact Brigitte Neary at 864-503-5834.
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